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Differences in languages have exercised great influen-
ces upon the history of nations. Lord Durham, in his
report on Canada, discussing the subject of languages
observed : " The difference of language produces miscon-
ceptions yet more fatal even than those which it occasions
with respect to opinions, it aggravates the national animosi-
ties, by representing all the events of the day in utterly
different lights. The political misrepresentation of facts is
one of the incidents of a free press in every free country;
but in nations in which all speak the same language, those
who receive a misrepresentation from one side, have gene-
rally some means of learning the truth from the other. In
Lower Canada, however, where the French and English
papers represent adverse opinions, and where no large
portion of the community can read both languages with ease,
those who receive the misrepresentation are rarely able to
avail themselves of the means of correction. It is difficult
to conceive the perversity with which representations are
habitually made, and the gross delusions which find cur-
rency among the people; they thus live in a world of mis-
conceptions in which each party is set against the other not
only by diversity of feelings and opinions, but by an actual
belief in an utterly different set of facts."*
Many are the complications which the diversity of
languages introduces into the political problem of communi-
ties. But most of these are solved by the application of
federal principles. Though United States of America and
Australia had no language difficulty to solve, the statesmen
of Canada, Switzerland, and South Africa were considerably
handicapped in their attempts to tide over the problem of
multiplicity of languages. A unitary constitution where
the necessity of one legislature and one medium of speech
is apparent was hardly suitable. The only alternative lay
in the recognition of all the important languages and putting
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